
Using CA (super) Glue for a finish on wood turnings  by Rod Cameron 

Here is a summary of the approach. 

First, my preference is for Jet Instant super glue in the one ounce bottle, and Amazon has a 
good price here….blue label is the thin stuff that I like. 

It’s always a good idea to find out from suppliers if you can get a good long shelf life, and not be 
buying stuff that has sat around until it is almost thick and ready to set in the bottle. It should 
look watery in its viscosity as you shake the bottle, and have a shelf life of a minimum of three 
months in the freezer, maybe longer. 

As I mentioned, I think for wood turners doing art pieces, it could show promise in converting 
the surface of a moderately soft hardwood of great beauty to look like a very tight grained 
harder wood.  Remember, in softer more open woods, the thin glue will penetrate and interact 
with the soft wood grains to give you a kind of fiber glassed strength. Its also worth doping the 
delicate edges of natural ragged perimeter of thin bowls, where you want to let Nature define 
the periphery. 

Use cotton 'Q-Tips' as a brush. Initially, buy some small amounts, and check to see that the 
cotton does not go off quickly.  They should allow you maybe 20 seconds before hardening 
when used as a super glue paint brush, hand painting onto flat wood parts, but on the lathe, 
wicking the glue through the teased out Q Tip.  One tip will last a long time, and can easily paint 
an 18 inch long dowel in one go. 

In Scotland, I found some brands of Q Tips would react and harden immediately when a drop of 
glue was added, so that is not good, but maybe all brands here in the US will work well. 
Western Family and Q Tip brands seem to be fine.  I use a ton of them and buy them in large 
quantities. 

Procedure: 

1. Sand wood on the lathe to about 400 grit smoothness. 
2. Lower lathe speed to about 200-300 rpm or lower, certainly low enough so liquid glue 

does not fly off the wood. 
3. Take one cotton swab, and tease out its tightly wound cotton, by pulling with the fingers 

until the cotton is loose and can be extended about 50 percent. 
4. Use the swab as a wick to run glue continuously onto the revolving bare wood, by 

holding the swab on top of the wood, running in reverse.  In a few seconds you can 
paint the wood as you run the swab down the length as if you were screw cutting the 
wood.  You will soon develop a knack for squirting the glue gently onto the upstream 
part of the wick, allowing it to flow down the wick and paint the wood.  Since fresh glue 
is flow down the wick, it does not set up. 

5. The result should be a painted wood that hardens up in a minute or two, but with a 
pretty rough and unattractive, but hard surface, and hopefully a good penetration 
below the surface.  Very hard wood will have little penetration, but that is not needed, 
as the wood is already hard and strong, and all you are looking for is a good finish.  

http://www.amazon.com/Jet-Instant-Glue-1-oz/dp/B0006O1IFG/ref=sr_1_fkmr2_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1366331347&sr=8-2-fkmr2&keywords=jet+super+glue+1+oz


6. Speed the lathe up to about 1000 rpm. Now you can water sand the piece using 
different grits. I use a one inch wide strip of 400-600 grit part wrapping round the 
revolving wood, and have a part paper towel soaked in water also held in the right hand 
with some free fingers and this feeds water onto the nip of the paper and wood, so wet 
dry sand paper does not clog up, and sands very well. 

An alternatively way of removing the super glue which is heavy and rough on the surface is: 

Get a supply of single edge razor blades from the hardware store, take one and grind 
the sharp edge off by a direct straight one push against your bench grinder. Use this as a 
scraper to remove superfluous rough glue from the revolving wood. Hold it a bit below 
center line and use it like a carpenter's scraper. If the turning is not a straight cylinder, 
but has a complex form, then custom grind the razor blade to fit, not a close form but 
just to allow short lengths of the scraper to make contact. You can watch white shavings 
of glue to come off, but stop before it shaves down and into the wood.  Then go to wet 
sand paper to bring the wood down to a matt finish showing all glue to be off the 
surface and only in the texture below the surface. If any gloss remains on the surface, 
that is glue, so work that down to matt. 

7. Now dip a paper towel in raw or boiled linseed oil, speed the lathe up, and wipe down 
with oil, then add a few drops of glue into the paper towel oil and rub again. The oil 
slows the glue setting time, and the glue polymerizes the oil to make a setting varnish. 

8. Sometimes I spray some accelerator (see here) onto a paper towel and wipe the 
spinning wood to encourage it to set up 

9. You can continue this for several more oil and superglue rubs. 

Eventually it builds up on the surface as a solid shine, but I find this too much and if it happens, 
I take it back down to the matt look by using 0000 steel wool and oil. 

 

Rod Cameron 

http://www.woodcraft.com/product/2000346/8159/satellite-city-aerosol-accelerator-6oz.aspx

